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 Merry Christmas!  ~Larry 
 

The title of this article from the latest Presbyterian’s 

Today magazine leapt off the page for me.  We are 

reprinting this article with permission. 
 

Christmas Eve at a Maximum-Security Prison 
 

For most of us, the Christmas season is a hectic time and 

starts earlier each year. Black Friday has spilled into 

Thanksgiving Day, and the store hours are getting longer 

and longer. Many stores will stay open into Christmas 

Day itself in an effort to catch that last consumer dollar. 
 

In the meantime, church choirs and pastors prepare for 

Christmas pageants and candlelight services to 

commemorate the Christ child’s birth.  For Janet Wolf, 

however, Christmas will always be “a story that belongs 

in the streets among the oppressed.” 
 

Wolf is the director of the Children’s Defense Fund Haley 

Farm near Knoxville, Tennessee. The 157-acre farm 

provides training and inspiration for those committed to 

improving the quality of a child’ life. Wolf is passionate 

about stopping the school-to-prison pipeline and works 

with others to create a systematic change and steer young 

people, particularly African American boys, from 

becoming part of the prison industry. But it took a cold 

Christmas Eve to open her eyes. 
 

The year was 1976, and suddenly, after her husband left, 

Wolf was a single parent, raising two kids and holding 

down three part-time jobs. Church had been the center of 

her life, and she had been active as a Sunday school 

teacher, youth group leader, and member of her church’s 

council. Now, divorced, Wolf found herself on the outside 

looking in after the pastor told her that she would always 

be welcome in the church, but could no longer hold 

leadership positions because she was not “an acceptable 

role model.” 
 

“It hurt. It crushed me, because I had depended in church 

for comfort, and the church said in essence what I was 

already thinking, that I would never measure up and even 

God doesn’t think I’m OK,” she says. “As a result of that I 

took my kids to a tiny church where I had taken children 

from the local juvenile detention center.”  This inner-city, 

multiracial church offered a drastically different worship 

experience than what Wolf was used to. Instead of 

dressing in their best and attending a comfortable 

suburban church, Wolf and her family were packed in a 

small building with members dressed mostly in jeans and 

T-shirts. But the small congregation, Wolf says, loved 

them unconditionally, and they quickly became involved. 

 

One of the major turning points for Wolf was the church’s 

announcement that Christmas Eve services would take 

place at a maximum-security prison. “The pastor urged us 

to attend, emphasizing… this baby born to an unwed 

teenage mama among an oppressed, colonized, 

impoverished people,” she says. “I was not overly 

enthused. I had belonged to a suburban church where 

Christmas Eve meant colorful pageants, a children’s choir, 

and special music,” Wolf said. “But this church loved us 

when no one else was around, so we went to the prison.” 
 

As the church group approached the entrance of the prison 

near Nashville, guards told them there had been an 

incident inside and the facility was on lockdown. “This 

handful of church members hovered in the parking lot as 

the snow and sleet fell. I took a Bible and read from the 

book of Isaiah. I still had a bad attitude because I kept 

remembering Christmas Eve services at my old church 

with candles, trumpets, and children dressed like angels. 

We even had a live donkey. Now we were standing in a 

prison parking lot and would likely get sick in the snow 

and cold. 
 

Huddling together, the group tried to light the Christ 

candle, the wind blowing out the match every time. As 

Wolf read from Isaiah 9:2, “the people who walk in 

darkness have seen a great light, on them, light has 

shined,” the candle finally caught fire. “And then one of 

my boys tugged on my coat, ‘Mama, look!’ Wolf says. “I 

turned to look where he was pointing and saw, in cell after 

cell, the glow of matches and lighters being held up to the 

windows, spilling through the bars.  They began to sing 

“Silent Night.” 
 

“This was where I realized that I had missed what the 

gospel was about and what it meant to be a church and 

perhaps I would discover it in some radically different 

places,” says Wolf.  Wolf determined that God was calling 

her to serve in prison ministry and thus began her 

commitment and passion for working with individuals 

behind bars. 
 

“We are caught in our narrow understanding of what God 

is doing and what God is calling us to be,” she says, “it is 

only though deliberate dislocation that we will understand 

the urgency and different way of practicing theology. 

Jesus, who was a prisoner, was taken into custody on 

trumped-up charges and was a victim of state-sanctioned 

murder.” 

 

Wolf has listened to hundreds of stories over the years 

from young people who struggled on the outside only to 

find themselves behind prison bars. She may never know 

the full impact of her work, but Wolf says it would not 

have happened had she not stepped out of her comfort 

zone and let God lead her where she needed to be. 



The Community in Prayer 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 

  

 Church Family: We pray for our Session, David 

Sweeting (pacemaker), Al Waynick and family in the 

passing of Margaret Waynick, the continued recoveries 

of Joe Carr, Doug Brown and Doug Shoffner, Jacquie 

Greis (hip surgery), Monique Kight’s mother, Cynthia 

(chemo), Nicole Armstrong’s son, Samuel (resolutions 

for health concerns), Virginia Cunningham, Diane 

Paglia (tests), Bill and Laurita Miller and family in the 

care of Helen (Laurita’s mother), Marie Lones 

 

    Our Missionaries: 
      Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Malawi  

      Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar   

       
      Our Extended Church Family: Steven Riley, nephew 

of Jake and Elli (extended cancer treatments), Greg 

Jones’ father, Bill (broken hip) and Greg and Diana’s 

granddaughter, Jessica (Hodgkin’s-like disorder), Bill 

Bradbury’s Sister, Carol (ALS complications), Jessica 

Smith, cousin of Susan Shetzer (cancer treatment), 

Patsy Weech’s grandson, Anthony (chemo), Auwina 

Weed (Parkinson’s disease), Jerry Critz and family 

(cancer), Patricia Smith (continued injury recovery), 

mother of Jeff and Marika Smith, John and Gwen 

Haspels in their on-going healing from their attack in 

Ethiopia.  Also, we pray for the churches and leaders of 

our presbytery, synod, and our denomination. 
 

      Global Concerns:  Pray for the military and civilian 

personnel in harm’s way; Our World Leaders, the 

victims of natural and man-made disasters here and in 

other countries, and those people affected by financial 

crises.  Also, the crisis in the Middle East.   
 

       Local Concerns:  Our School Children, Teachers and 

Administrators.  Our homeless people, the military 

personnel and their families; those who are losing their 

jobs; those who are seeking employment; our city and 

county officials and citizens in the midst of change and 

challenge.  

Prayer List 
      In an effort to keep our prayer list as up-to-date as 

possible, please let us know when to add new names 

and concerns; and when it is appropriate to remove 

someone’s name or a concern.  
 

   
          Please prayerfully consider including the Church 

in your will so that your desire to make a positive 
difference lives on...  Thank you. 

Sharing Your News 
Meetings, services, events, announcements, even a job 

opportunity ~ do you have something you would like 

included in the monthly newsletter or Church bulletin? 

Please contact the Church office at  

(305) 294-1223 or e-mail pcpckw@bellsouth.net. 

Please let us know about the meaningful occasions 

and needs in your life so that we may share the news 

with your church family. 
 

 
Happy Birthday to those 

 born in December 
          Please wish these fine people a Happy 

          Birthday when you come in contact with them: 

 

            1   Susan Shetzer 

   5   Sarah Herrick 

   5   Shannon Lutz 

   5   Ginny Panish  

   7   Katie Catena 

   8   Trish Gibson 

  14  Dylan Olive 

  14  Ron Zemlicka 

  18  Dave Flight   

  19  Ilona Geary 

  22  Cindy Bell 

  24  Priscilla DeVoe 

  26  Patricia Daley 

  28  Libby McDonald  

  30  Shawnda Ritter 
   

        If we’re missing your birthday, please include it 

        on the friendship register or contact the office. 
 

  Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated on the first 

Sunday of the month with punch (and with  

cake when available) 
 

      May we benefit from your Shopping this Season?  

 
 

If you have not already bookmarked a charity through the 

Amazon Smile program, will you please choose Peace 

Covenant especially during the holidays? Please go to: 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710 
and bookmark it so that all your eligible shopping can 

benefit the Church.  Thank you and Merry Christmas! 
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Dates you may need to know… 
Wednesday, Dec 2 

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, Dec 5         

9:00am Co-Op Yard Sale (PCPC parking lot) 

Sunday, Dec 6 

10:00am Adult Sunday School; 11:00 Svc w/ Communion 

Monday, Dec 7 

5:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal WE NEED RINGERS!  >>>   

Tuesday, Dec 8 

5:30 Worship Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, Dec 9 

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, Dec 10 

6:45-8pm  Christmas Lights Conch Train Tour  >>>>> 

Friday, Dec 11 

Memorial Service for Margaret Waynick (Time TBA) 

Sunday, Dec 13 

**No Adult Sunday School** 

11:00 Stewardship Sunday w/ presentation 

After Worhship: Christmas Potluck Luncheon >>>>> 

Monday, Dec 14 

5:30 Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, Dec 15 

5:30pm Session Meeting 

Wednesday, Dec 16 

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, Dec 18 

3:00pm FKOC Memorial Service for those who are  

   homeless no more (Key West Cemetery) 

Sunday, Dec 20 

10:00am Adult Sunday School 

11:00 Worship and Children’s Christmas Play >>>>> 

 After Worship: Choir/Bells Practice in Choir Room                           

Monday, Dec 21 

6:00pm Handbell/Choir Party @ John P’s/Michael W’s  

Wednesday, Dec 23 

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, Dec 24 (Office Closed) 

Christmas Eve Service Choir sings 5:30pm/Service 6:00 

Friday Dec 25 (Office Closed) 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 Sunday, Dec 27 

10:00am Adult Sunday School; 11:00am Worship 

 2¢ a Meal and Food Collections 

Monday, Dec 28 

5:30 Bell Choir Rehearsal            

Wednesday, Dec 30 

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, Dec 31 (Office Closed)  

 NEW YEAR’S EVE  

Financial Update 
 

Monthly Budget Goal                    $   15,835   

Monthly Receipts (thru Nov 22)    $   15,204 

Annual Budget                    $ 190,020 

Year to Date Receipts                    $ 160,524 
 

 
John Penkoske, our Organist/Handbell Choir Director, is 
sending out this earnest invitation asking YOU to join us.  

We’re in true need of a few more ringers and reading 
music is not required.  We practice on Monday nights at 
5:30 and only at select times of the year.  The bells will 

toll for thee if you’re able to come and ring them with us! 
 

 
All 64 seats on this Christmas Tour of Lights are filled!  

Please be at PCPC by 6:45pm, Thurs Dec 10
th

.  Tips for 

Bob Lutz’s generosity and expertise are recommended! 
 

 
Member Care’s Church Open House: Sun Dec 13th 

Celebrate the Christmas season with your church family 

and friends!  Please bring sweet or savory finger foods to 

share after worship in the Fellowship Hall. Your Member 

Care Committee will provide beverages as well as 

Christmas themed decorations to set the holiday mood. 
 

            

“Friendly Beasts” 
Join us Sun, Dec 20

th
 and be blessed by the hard work of 

our Sunday School teachers, children, parents and other 

volunteers who will make it possible to tell us the story of 

Christmas through the eyes of the friendly beasts. 

 
The Worship Committee is buying a few large Poinsettias 

this year to beautify the Sanctuary.  If you wish, you may 

make a $5 contribution in memory or honor of someone to 

go towards the purchase of these plants.  Forms are in the 

Sunday bulletins or you can contact the Church Office. 

Deadline to submit information is Dec 15
th

. Thank you. 



Recent Church-related Events and Recognitions: 
 

Sun Nov 1: We celebrated our years with Mary Ciesinski and Patricia Daley who have relocated to Palm Beach 

Garden, FL.  Member Care presented them with a floral arrangement in a keep-sake crystal vase and will be sending a 

fresh bouquet to their new home for the first 3 months in 2016.  Upon leaving, Patricia stopped by the Church Office and 

delivered a large bucket of coins she’d been collecting for the Kid’s Coins along with weekly Contribution envelopes 

through the end of the year for her and for Mary (including special Thanksgiving/Christmas offerings), plus Mary 

donated a monetary gift for the Adopt-a-Family Christmas wreath and Patricia donated THREE $25 gift cards for the 

wreath.  That is total devotion from two women who love their God, their Church and others.  

 

Tues Nov 3: The Wine and Cheese Party at the spectacular home of Dr. Ann Reynolds was more like a 5-star feast 

which she so kindly offered to all of us in honor of the marriage of Mary Dell Petit to Peter Dietz.  Shirley Wood 

provided a lovely floral arrangement and Marilyn Vander Veen flew in for the event and to wish Ann a happy birthday! 

 

Fri Nov 6: The Dietz/Petit Wedding. This beautiful couple joined together in holy matrimony at the St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church with a reception at the Little White House where they danced under the stars and offered hugs and 

kisses from the Mr. and Mrs.  By their request, in lieu of gifts, PCPC friends were asked to make donations to the Church 

for Children’s Ministries, namely Vacation Bible School community-wide.  To-date, $375 has been contributed in their 

honor.  Upon leaving for Naples, Italy, they dropped by to bring their heavy bucket for the Kid’s Coins mission for Haiti.  

  
 

 

Wed Nov 11: Veteran’s Day - Thank you to all our Veterans and those currently serving. You are our heroes. 

 

Above left: Our very own Nicole Armstrong in her Army-strong days (just right of the statue).  

Above right:  Samuel Armstrong at the 2015 Veteran’s Day Parade here in Key West with his Army/Navy parents. 
        

Sat Nov 14: Congratulations to Don and Dalia Gray who were married here and are visiting the Church.  Don is a 

close, long-time friend of Jake and Elli Riley and has accompanied Jake in a very decent share of volunteer time to help 

Church members in years past.  Dalia is a native of Italy. 



Sun Nov 15: Presbytery Exec., Amalie Ash, and Elder Elli Riley led us in a meaningful service in the aftermath of the 

horrible events in Paris, France.  Amalie even re-wrote her planned message to help us gather our scattered thoughts and 

she offered advice on moving forward.  When we hurt or are afraid, many times it’s a mother’s presence and comfort 

that we yearn. We received it this day from these two ladies. After worship, Jake Riley and our dear visiting friend, Steve 

Zellner, hefted 2 large boxes of books to the office which Amalie had been given as a donation to our schools. These 

wonderful books are ready for their new homes at any point it’s convenient for pick-up. 

 
 

Wed Nov 18: Mary Jo Banks hosted a very nice gathering for Leslie Crabbs who had come to town to visit with some 

of her good friends of yester-year.  Mary’s Jo’s jumbo pot of Chicken Chili paired beautifully with dishes which other 

guests brought including an pretty Appetizer Platter (Bev O’Connor), Asian Slaw (Linda Cunningham), Corn Bread (K. 

Schenk) and homemade Lemon Meringue Pies by none other than Sue-z homemaker Walters, herself.  Ashley Monnier 

made the night by bringing Finn and Anna Grace so we girls could all have the op to enjoy their ever-adorable company. 

 

Fri Nov 20: The Bread of Life Thanksgiving Meal at Trinity Presbyterian was a special occasion, as always, to spend 

some time around table as One Human Family. People of Trinity and Peace Covenant alike prepared food for and served 

nearly 100 hungry people and prepared many more to-go boxes for our homebound. For PCPC: Nancy Criswell, Linda 

Cunningham, Carol Ann Hubbell, Joe Lowe, Beverly Morris, Bev O’Connor, Randy and Libby McDonald, Ann 

Reynolds, Elli Riley, the Schenks, Leah Stockton, Sue Walters and Shirley Wood donated/prepared food.  Ann and Phil 

Hansen, Ron Zemlicka and the Schenks delivered the food (to go with Trinity’s many dishes of their own) and stayed to 

help our very hard working, loving friends set-up, serve and clean.  Below, Rev. Dr. Gwen Magby of Trinity looks like 

an angel in her white knit dress (first photo), Also included here: a drawing by one of the partakers of the meal, Michael 

Todd, and some of our friends on the giving and receiving sides of the serving table.

 
 
Sat Nov 28: The annual Hanging of the Greens went famously well under the leadership of Libby and Randy 

McDonald and Worship Comm. Elder Ron Zemlicka.  Those who arrived ready to work included Mary Jo Banks, 

Doug Brown, Robert and Mary Cintron, Barry and Taylor Gibson, Carol Hankamp, Niels Hubbell, Bev O’Connor, 

Miguel and Miguelito Ontiveros, Jake Riley, the Schenks and Dick and Susan Shetzer.  Truly, there is serious labor, time 

and dedication involved in both the inside and outside ends of this yearly act of love for all to enjoy (even passing cars). 

 

Thank you to everyone who makes these and all events meaningful.  Thank you to each and every one of you who do 

anything that you do in our Saviour’s name and for His sake.  Merry Christmas! 

 


