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In lieu of a message from Pastor Larry this month, 
here is a wonderful letter from Lisa Freeman along 
with some pictures from her Young Adult Volunteer 
(YAV) year. 

Dear Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
 
I want to thank you for all your support during my YAV year 
in Asheville, North Carolina. Thank you for every financial 
contribution, every prayer and all the love and support given.  
Especially, I want to thank you all for the gift of this year as it 
has given me holy tension.  
 
The kind of holy tension I now feel each night as I am able to 
fall asleep in my bed while my friends here in Asheville rest 
their heads upon concrete. The kind of holy tension that 
makes me cross the street to the other side. The tension that 
moves you to literally love your neighbor even when they’re 
knocking on your door in the early hours of the morning 
needing food and clothing. That makes you truly love the 
prisoner and the person who may have made horrible 
choices in their life, but are still a child of God worthy of 
every ounce of love I can provide. The kind of holy tension 
that forces myself, each day, to want to reject a world of 
materialism, fear of others and individualism into the more 
potent and beautiful life of community, radical love and 
openness. This year has been very disorienting and, at times, 
hard battling this tension but it has made me fall deeply in 
love with my Christian faith, God and with those around me. 
 
I have had the honor of spending my time in Asheville 
working with two organizations: Beloved Asheville and The 
Asheville Poverty Initiative. Beloved was started by Rev. Amy 
Cantrell and is an intentional Christian community, which is 
primarily LGBT.   Their mission statement reads: 
 

 We live on the margins and try to change the world. We 
seek to end homelessness, poverty and prejudice. 

We believe everyone deserves food, clothing, a safe place to 
call home, good work or care when you can’t work, dignity, 

and most of all…. LOVE 

 
It is here where I would meet the people and have 
experiences that would change my life path forever. Beloved 
Community and Amy have become my biggest mentors and 
teachers. Amy lives at the Beloved Community house along 
with folks who are coming off of the streets of Asheville. 
Beloved has taken me to the streets of Asheville in 30 degree 
weather handing out socks and coats, to city council 
meetings speaking on issues that will affect the homeless, to 
nights of enjoying each others company chatting in the 
Beloved living room and to worshipping on Sundays 
alongside the Asheville homeless population. To 
accompanying a homeless women to look at an apartment, 
to hospital bedsides, to lining 10,000 pennies down a city 
sidewalk from the Asheville Visitors Center to the Hyatt Hotel 
to protest how simply taking a hotel tax and applying it to 
affordable housing would house our friends on the streets. 
Because Beloved is a hospitality house, we open our doors 
for all and welcome and love them fully for who they are and 
where they are. It is where I truly came to accept myself as a 
beloved child of God and realized how it transformed my life 
to begin to truly see each person I encountered as a brother 
and sister.  That realization now calls me daily to fight for 
their rights, build friendships and help when God’s children 
are hurting.  
 
The Asheville Poverty Iniative is where I was assigned to 
assist the Rev. Shannon Spencer with the start up of a 
community café using 100 percent rescued food from 
restaurants and local grocery stores.  The purpose of the café 
was to meet local hunger needs. We were met with many 
setbacks and couldn’t find a church that would allow us to 
utilize their space to bring this into the community. In 
November, Shannon and I were discouraged from hearing 
“no,” so we decided to pop up a table at a bus stop in 
Asheville’s largest and most dangerous public housing 
complex called Pisgah View Apartments. Shannon and I were 
at that point of operating out of the model of “doing and 
asking forgiveness.”  Later, we did have to ask for 
forgiveness, but by then, it opened the door for us to 
become a part of the community in a humorous way. In the 
mix of dilapidated buildings, loud noises and stray animals, I 
found friendship, laughter and a deep sadness for the racial 
inequity, police brutality and violence that happens when we 
push people of our city to the margins of our community and 
isolate them. Shannon and I now have a beautiful space for 
our café to operate out of that will be completed in August.  
So for now, we look forward to our Tuesday’s at Pisgah View 
and what the people there teach us about living a faithful 
life.  They have taught me how to rely on the spirit of God 
when sometimes that’s all you have fueling your life when 
day to day pleasures are out of your reach.  
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Both of these organizations have shattered my heart and 
mended it up again. November and December were some 
difficult months for me as I grew to realize how broken our 
systems and people are in this world.  I was beginning to feel 
helpless in even making a dent in it. I was actively studying 
for my GRE to attend graduate school at the end of my year, 
while feeling like no matter how much I learned, I wouldn’t 
make a difference. I was sitting in city council meetings with 
Amy on affordable housing where we both realized that 
none of our homeless friends were in the room.  We were 
discussing together starting a ”homeless voice meeting” 
which we successful started in January. The Spirit kept me 
going during these months. At the beginning of December, I 
had to take my GRE test in Greenville, South Carolina given it 
was the only location that had availability. I stayed at a nice 
hotel to assure I would get a good nights rest before my big 
testing day. A good nights rest was far from what I got. I 
ended up spending my evening crying. Crying out to God 
with a realization of how I viewed the world differently.  Just 
in Asheville alone, there were seven new hotels going up and 
a less than 1 percent vacancy rate for affordable housing. I 
realized there were empty hotel rooms around me yet there 
were people sleeping on the streets of Greenville, SC.   
Further, while I was taking this test to pursue a graduate 
degree, many of my friends in Asheville never even had the 
opportunity to finish high school.  In that moment, looking 
back, I realized I was discovering how much my life had 
changed and that I couldn’t go back to feeling comfortable 
with inequality. I ended up taking the test, on no sleep, but 
doing fairly well on it which is where I realized God was now 
carrying me.  
 
I can remember sharing the experience with Amy and one of 
the things she said was “Jesus can truly mess with your life.” 
I began to enter more times of wrestling with my path and 
God’s calling, until right before Christmas. I had a realization 
that the depth of my doubt and pain can also be an opening 
for much beauty.  I was invited to be a part of a breakfast 
alongside beloved community member Queen Mother, an 
elderly African American women who calls herself Queen 
Mother because she considers herself a mother to all. At 
breakfast, we engaged with other community leaders in 
dialogue about changing the world and where we find hope. 
I realized I found hope in my community. The people at 
Beloved who struggle day to day to survive but still believe in 
a loving God . Who have been through hell on this earth but 
continue to hang on. On the car ride home. Queen Mother 
talked about needing the “Re’s” of the world. We each took 
turns throwing out words such as Rebuild, Renew, 
Rediscover, Restart, Reorganize, and Reimagine.  I now know 
that this is what I want to do in this world.   I felt the passion 
inside of me as we laughed and passionately said each word. 
We then spent the afternoon at Beloved together doing fun 

holiday activities.  In the evening, we went to see Christmas 
lights together as a community. It was a fun, beautiful and 
inspiring. My heart was mended and God brought me to a 
new kind of wholeness in my life and to realize my calling. 
 
The rest of my time in Asheville has been a spiritual 
adventure and truly adopting this new tension into powerful 
ways. My year is full of stories of risk, joy, sadness, success 
and mistakes and most importantly pure love.  
 
This fall I will be starting graduate school at Vanderbilt 
University pursuing a Masters in Community Development 
and Action along with pursing a Masters of Theological 
Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School. I hope to devote my 
career life to faith-rooted community organizing.  I want my 
life to be devoted to adopting the radical love of Christ in 
daily acts of love big and small. I am excited for my next 
journey and where this holy tension will take me in my life.  
 
So PCPC THANK YOU!  Your support has changed my life. I 
continue to pray for your church community that played 
such a big role in my entire life and the big role I know you 
play in the Key West Community. 
 
Thank you and God Bless.  
Lisa Freeman 



 

 

 

The Community in Prayer 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Church Family: We pray for our Session; John & Pat 

Borgens and family in the sudden death of their son, 

Jeremy Borgens; John Renzi (home); Patsy Weech 

(home); Doug Shoffner (cancer treatments); Bill and 

Laurita Miller and family in the care of Helen (Laurita’s 

mother), Marie Lones. 

  

Our Missionaries 
Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Malawi  
Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar   
 

Our Extended Church Family: Nicole Armstrong’s dad, 

Eugene Sampieri (broken hip); Jacquie Greis’s sister 

Monique (breast cancer); John & Pat Borgens’ 

granddaughter Isabella; Diana Jones’ father, James 

Smith; David & Phyllis Sweeting’s great-granddaughter 

Daniella Ortueta (health concerns); Claire Hiller’s sister-

in-law, Sara (cancer treatments); Greg Jones’ father, Bill, 

also Greg and Diana’s granddaughter, Jessica 

(Sarcoidosis); Patsy Weech’s grandson, Anthony 

(chemo); Auwina Weed (Parkinson’s disease).  Also, we 

pray for the churches and leaders of our presbytery, 

synod, and our denomination. 

 
Global Concerns:  Pray for the military and civilian 
personnel in harm’s way; Our World Leaders, the 
victims of natural and man-made disasters here and in 
other countries, and those people affected by financial 
crises.  Also, the crisis in the Middle East.  
 
Local Concerns:  Our School Children, Teachers and 
Administrators.  Our homeless people; the military 
personnel and their families; those who are losing their 
jobs; those who are seeking employment; our city and 
county officials and citizens in the midst of change and 
challenge. 
 
 

 
Prayer List 
In an effort to keep our prayer list as up-to-date as 
possible, please let us know when to add new names 
and concerns; and when it is appropriate to remove 
someone’s name or a concern. 

If we’re missing your birthday, please include 
it on the friendship register or contact the 

church office. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated on 
the 1st Sunday of the month with punch (and 

cake or other treats when available). 

Happy Birthday to those born in August! 
This birthday list covers far and near, even those who 

can’t be here.  At the very least send up a prayer! 

Sharing Your News 

Meetings, services, events, announcements, even a 
job opportunity ~ do you have something you would 
like included in the monthly newsletter or Church 
bulletin? Please contact the Church office at (305) 
294-1223 or e-mail pcpckw@bellsouth.net.  

Please let us know about the meaningful 
occasions and needs in your life so that we may 
share the news with your church family. 

4 Mary Ciesinski 17 Marika Smith 

7 David Sweeting 19 Vicki Grant 

8 Ardel Price 22 Lori Menendez 

11 Miguel Ontiveros 24 Jamie Riley 

12 Ray Howell 26 Sage Burnett 

12 Niels Hubbell 26 Sierra Burnett 

13 Pat Borgens 28 Rickey Anderson 
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Copies of Financial Reports are available by 
calling our Church Office at 305.294.1233 or 
sending an email to pcpckw@bellsouth.net  

Monthly Budget Goal   $        16,333  

July Monthly Receipts   $        15,129 

(Deficit)   $        (1,204) 

   

Total Budget Year-To-Date   $        114,329 

Total Receipts Year-To-Date   $        107,992 

(Deficit)    $          (6,337) 

   

Total Pledged Year-To-Date   $         65,305 

Total Received Year-To-Date   $         61,523 

(Deficit)    $         (3,782) 

Service Time 
Please remember that through August 14

th
 the 

morning worship service will begin at 10 am 
instead of 11 am.  We will resume our normal 
schedule on August 21st, with Adult Sunday 
School at 10 am and Worship at 11 am.  The 
Children’s Sunday School program will also start 
up again in August. 

Mid-Year Contribution Statements 

Contribution statements detailing amounts 
given through June 30, 2016 were sent out 
(either via email or mail) in mid-July.  If you 
did not receive your contribution statement 
and would like one sent to you, please contact 
the church office. 

Healthy Start Coalition “Tot Swap” 

The annual Florida Keys Healthy Start Coalition “Tot 
Swap” Consignment Sale and Fundraiser is coming up on 
September 13-18!  Donations are currently being 
accepted, or you can sign up to consign your own items at 
the sale. 

There is also an immediate need for volunteers to assist 
with this fundraiser, so if you have any availability, please 
contact Leah Stockton at 305-293-8424 or 
FKHSCPrograms@gmail.com.  There are opportunities to 
volunteer on site with the Coalition, or even from your 
own home!  Any time you can give is appreciated. 

Don’t forget to come shop September 14-18! 

More information can be found here: 
www.keyshealthystart.org/news/post/tot-swap 

Greetings from Elli and Jake Riley! 

We miss our PCPC family (and the worship) but are truly enjoying 
our new home and new town of Safety Harbor, Fl. The stores and 
cafes are charming, the oak trees provide much appreciated 
shade, and the rolling hills (yes, hills!) provide an extra workout 
as we ride our new bikes on the many trails. We have even taken 
our boat out on Tampa Bay. Our hope of spending more time 
near our children has been fulfilled! Just yesterday, we spent the 
day with Grandmere, (Elli's stepmother from Ft. Myers) our three 
children, Jaime's girlfriend and our niece and nephew. Also, we 
visited Dave and Vinda Flight in their gorgeous new Punta Gorda 
home...maybe it's time for someone to visit us! You can see 
pictures on our Facebook pages, or give a call: Jake's cell is 305-
304-4403. We are at 107 Park St., Safety Harbor, FL 34695. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

Prayer Family: 
Matt & Ashley, Finn, 
Anna Grace Monnier 
 

       10 am 

Healthy Start Big 
Latch On Event 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 am Worship 

 

Prayer Family: 
Barry,Trish, & Taylor 
Gibson 
 

          

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10 am Worship 

 
Prayer Family: 
Doug Brown 
 

    Key West 
Public Schools 
First Day Back 

     

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

11 am Worship 

 

Prayer Family: 
Bill & Laurita Miller 
 

 Session Meeting 
5:30 pm 

       

28 29 30 31    

11 am Worship 

 

2¢ a meal & food 
collections 

 
Prayer Family: 
Robert & Mary Cintron 
 

      


