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Wally and the Christmas Play 

What to do with Wally?  Wally was an awkward 

and shy child who belonged to the church kid’s 

club.  It was time to hand out the roles for the 

Christmas play, but what role should the teacher 

give Wally?  She decided on the Innkeeper.  It 

was an important role, but required Wally only to 

shake his head and say one little line: “Sorry, 

we’ve no room.”  Wally grinned from ear to ear 

when he learned of his important role and 

couldn’t wait for the big night. 

It arrived soon enough, and the play was 

proceeding according to plan.  Mary and Joseph 

had traveled to Bethlehem and come to the door 

of the inn.  Joseph knocked on the door and it 

opened to Wally.  “Please, sir, do you have a 

room we could take?”  Wally shook his head and 

replied, “I’m sorry, we’ve no room.” 

Now the boy playing Joseph was a particularly 

confident child, and while the script called for he 

and Mary to turn away at this point, Joseph 

decided to exercise some dramatic license.  “But 

sir,” he said to the Innkeeper, “My wife is about 

to have her baby and we need somewhere to 

stay.  Couldn’t you find us a room?”  Wally’s 

face went white – this was not planned for! – 

and he paused for a moment before repeating 

his line: “I’m sorry, we’ve no room.” 

“But sir,” replied Joseph, “We’ve traveled such a 

long way and we’ve nowhere else to go and my 

wife is very tired.  Surely you can find us 

somewhere.”  Wally bowed his head, shook it 

sadly and said, “I’m sorry, we’ve no room.”  

Forlornly Joseph and Mary started to walk away.  

Wally, now fully in his role, felt shamed and 

saddened.  A tear trickled down his cheek.  

Then his voice was heard calling out.  “Wait!  

Please come back.  You can have my room.” 

It may not have been according to script, but at 

that moment Wally gave perfect expression to 

the Christmas story. 

From the Christmas hymn, Joy to the World! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth 
receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing. And Heaven 

and nature sing. 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

 
Will Christ find room in our hearts this Christmas 
season?  Is there room enough for him there?  
And if in our hearts, what does that mean for our 
lives?  For the lives of others?  For the life of the 
world? 
 
We wish you a very blessed Christmas and a 
New Year that befits the Lord and Savior of the 
world! 
 
God bless, 
    Larry and Karen 



 

 

 

The Community in Prayer 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Church Family:  We pray for our Session; John Renzi 

(LKMC #317), family of Marie Lones (death); Virginia 

Cunningham (knee surgery); family of Doug Shoffner 

(death);  Miguel Menendez (hand injury); Diane Paglia; 

John Lyon; Carol Bradbury; Patsy Weech. 

  

Our Missionaries 
Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Malawi  
Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar   
 

Our Extended Church Family:  David Dietz, Peter 

Dietz’s father (spine surgery); Nicole Armstrong’s dad, 

Eugene Sampieri (broken hip);  Jacquie Greis’s sister 

Monique (breast cancer); David & Phyllis Sweeting’s 

great-granddaughter Daniella Ortueta (health 

concerns); Diana Jones’ father, James Smith; Greg 

Jones’ father, Bill, also Greg and Diana’s 

granddaughter, Jessica (Sarcoidosis); Patsy Weech’s 

grandson, Anthony (chemo); Auwina Weed 

(Parkinson’s disease).  Also, we pray for the churches 

and leaders of our presbytery, synod, and our 

denomination. 

 
Global Concerns:  Pray for the military and civilian 
personnel in harm’s way; Our World Leaders, the 
victims of natural and man-made disasters here and in 
other countries, and those people affected by financial 
crises.  Also, the crisis in the Middle East.  
 
Local Concerns:  Our School Children, Teachers and 
Administrators.  Our homeless people; the military 
personnel and their families; those who are losing their 
jobs; those who are seeking employment; our city and 
county officials and citizens in the midst of change and 
challenge. 
 
 

If we’re missing your birthday, please include 
it on the friendship register or contact the 

church office. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated on 
the 1st Sunday of the month with punch (and 

cake or other treats when available). 

Happy Birthday to those  

born in December! 
This birthday list covers far and near, even those 

who can’t be here.  Hope you can send up a prayer! 

1 Susan Shetzer 18 David Flight 

5 Sarah Herrick 19 Ilona Geary 

5 Shannon Lutz 22 Cindy Bell 

5 Ginny Panish 24 Priscilla DeVoe 

7 Katie Catena 26 Patricia Daley 

8 Trish Gibson 28 Libby McDonald 

14 Dylan Olive 30 Shawnda Ritter 

14 Lisa Olsen   

14 Ron Zemlicka   

Christmas Poinsettias 

If you would like to 

purchase a Christmas 

poinsettia in honor or 

memory of a loved one, 

please fill out the form 

in Sunday’s bulletin or contact the church 

office.  Each plant will be $5.  Thank you for 

helping us beautify the sanctuary for 

Christmas! 



Copies of Financial Reports are available by 
calling our Church Office at 305.294.1233 or 
sending an email to pcpckw@bellsouth.net  

Update on 2017 Stewardship and Budget 
Over the next two weeks, we will conclude our 
annual Stewardship campaign and wrap up the 
2017 budget with grateful thanks to our 
congregation.  
 
Despite the departures of several pledging 
families over the past year, you increased your 
giving and financial support to cover much of the 
loss and allow us to create a budget that supports 
our mission and staff. That is a God-given gift in a 
small congregation like ours.  
 
Assuming we receive the outstanding pledge cards 
we expect, we will enter 2017 with pledges ahead 
of last year, which reduces our dependence on 
tapping funding from our investments for 
operating expenses. 
 
At the 2016 Congregational Meeting, you 
instructed Session to find ways to support our 
pastor financially in response to his service to the 
congregation. Your more generous pledges 
supported an increase in his base salary and 
housing allowance and Session is committed to 
doing more in the future if it can. 
 
We are fine-tuning the budget and will share final 
numbers when we are finished. But from where 
we sit today, you have been most generous in 
supporting your church. Thank you. 
 
Session has approved the 2017 budget expenses. 
It will be available for review at the Dec. 11 
Congregational Meeting. The congregation will 
also be asked to approve the pastor’s new Terms 
of Call at the meeting. 
 
Thank you again for your generous giving, and we 
are looking forward to seeing what God has in 
store for us in 2017. 
 

Monthly Budget Goal  $16,333  

November Monthly Receipts   $16,221 

% of Budget  99% 
   

Total Budget Year-To-Date  $179,660  

Total Receipts Year-To-Date  $164,629  

% of Budget  92% 
   

Total Budgeted Expenses  
Year-To-Date  

$179,860  

Total Actual Expenses  
Year-To-Date  

$169,810  

% of Budget  94% 

   

Total Pledged Year-To-Date  $91,917 

Total Received Year-To-Date  $92,614 

Surplus  $697 

% Received  101% 

While you are doing your Christmas shopping this 

season, please consider using Amazon Smile—select 

Peace Covenant as your charity and Amazon donates 

0.5% of your purchases to the church!  Bookmark 

this link for easy reference: 

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710  

mailto:pcpckw@bellsouth.net
https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=2XOILY9ZBO4NE&R=JUK98FDFCQ7X&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F59-1627710&A=HC6VFCQLPDTGCZJGHN1UV2IGLBKA&H=XW5BYAV0IKBRIHFO9ARFEMPCROAA
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Second Sunday of Advent 

11 am Worship 

Christmas Potluck 

Luncheon 

 

5:30 pm 
Bell Choir 
Practice 

 5:30  pm 
Worship 
Committee 
meeting 

6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

 

 

 

   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Third Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday School 

11 am Worship 

Congregational Meeting 

 

5:30 pm 
Bell Choir 
Practice 

5 pm 
Property & 
Grounds 
Meeting  

6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

      

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday School 

11 am Worship 

Children’s Pageant 

 

5:30 pm 
Bell Choir 
Practice 

 6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

 Church 
office 
closed 

6 pm 
Candlelight 

Service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Merry Christmas 

11 am Worship 

 

2¢ a meal & food 
collections 

 

Church 
office 
closed 

 6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

 Church 
office 
closed 

 



A favorite of many—we will again be 

touring Key West with our own Bob Lutz 

on the Conch Tour Train.  Bob will show us all of the wonderful holiday lights throughout 

the city.  We are currently full on reservations, but if you are still interested please call the 

church office and we will put you on the “standby” list in case we have any cancellations.   

There will be a brief time of fellowship and refreshments beginning at 6:30 pm at church, 

and then the train will be departing promptly at 7 pm. 

Mark your calendars and don’t miss out on these special events to help get you in the Christmas 

spirit and enjoy this special season! 

The annual Christmas Potluck luncheon will be held on Sunday 

December 4 in the Fellowship Hall after the service. Please 

bring your favorite holiday finger food to share. 

“Friendly Beasts” 

Our Sunday School children will be performing the 

Christmas pageant during the service on Sunday, 

December 18th.  Don’t miss out on this heartwarming telling 

of the story of Christmas. 

Our Christmas Eve candlelight service will be 

Saturday, December 24th at 6 pm.  Please 

join us for this treasured service. 



Property and Grounds Committee Maintenance 

Mondays 

By Randy McDonald 

The last six Monday mornings found members of the Property & 

Grounds committee, as well as a few other willing hands, hard 

at work at the church.  They were fixing, repairing, replacing, 

cleaning, upgrading, organizing, and overall improving our 

facilities at Peace Covenant.  The individual projects that were 

completed are too numerous to list here, but you would be 

impressed with the work that was accomplished.  Please thank 

Bill Miller, Greg Jones, Phil Hansen, Ed Cunningham, Ann Hansen, Carol Hankamp, and Doug 

Brown for the marvelous contributions they made of their time and effort to maintain God’s house. 

 

Beginning in 2017 we will continue the Maintenance Mondays once a month, as needed. If you 

would like to participate in these much needed efforts please contact Randy McDonald for more 

information. 

Welcome to our Newest Member, Doug Brown! 

On Sunday, October 16th Peace Covenant was pleased to receive into membership Mr. Doug 
Brown, by transfer of certificate from the St. John's Lutheran Church of Des Moines, 
Iowa.  Doug has been a longtime fixture around here, a generous supporter, and actively 
involved in many projects in the life of the church, especially in the area of Property and 
Grounds over the years.  We were very happy to be able to receive Doug as an official 
member of the church.  Welcome Doug! 



Trinity/Peace Covenant Thanksgiving Luncheon 

We want to take this opportunity to thank all of our members and friends who helped with our 
Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon for those in need, hosted at Trinity Presbyterian Church on 
November 18th.  Thank you to all of you who provided food, financial support, and/or helped 
serve at the luncheon.  We served over 150 people, and there was food enough left to take a 
meal to FKOC's men's program on Patterson Ave.  That means nearly 175 meals were served by 
your efforts and those of the folks at Trinity Church as well.  Below, see some pictures from the 
luncheon and of some (not all) of those who helped serve from our church.   


