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Several weeks ago, our Adult Sunday School Class 
read and discussed an article about how we read the 
Bible.  The article created a lot of good discussion, and 
it was believed that the article could be helpful to 
others.  I am re-printing it here, hoping that it is as 
helpful to you, as it was to us. 
 
5 Things You’re Reading, When You’re Reading 
the Bible 

March 13, 2017 by Dr. Benjamin L. Corey  

I love the Bible.  It’s why I spent eight years of my life 
in seminary, why I’ve served as a church pastor even 
when they couldn’t afford to pay me, and is why even 
now I end up finding Greek flashcards in the most 
random places in my house. 
But my love for the Bible includes honesty. 
 
When we love someone or something, it’s easy to grow 
to see them the way you want to see them in your mind, 
often overlooking obvious realities that, if 
acknowledged, would create more work for the 
relationship. I did that for many years with the Bible, 
but now my love for it includes a willingness to 
embrace it for all it is– and to be honest about that. 
In my years of studying, wrestling, and growing to love 
the Bible deeper and more honestly, I’ve come to 
embrace and acknowledge that when we read the words 
on the page, we’re reading a lot more than just those 
words. So, here’s 5 things we’re reading, when we’re 
reading the Bible: 
 
5. You’re reading books and letters where the 
primary/original meaning is what the author 
intended the original audience to understand. 
I remember learning in Sunday School that the Bible 
was “God’s love letter to us.” It’s a cute idea, but is less 
than helpful because we’re not the original audience, 
and that matters. 
The reality is that these are sacred books, stories, and 
letters, where the primary/original meaning is the 
meaning the original author intended to convey to 
the original audience– and we’re neither of those 
parties. It’s almost like trying to understand an inside 
joke; until you understand the relationship between the 
sender and receiver of a message, and the context of 
what’s being discussed, it’s easy to walk away with all 
sorts of broken understandings of what was really 

being communicated. This makes things like 
understanding ancient culture, customs, and general 
history, a critical aspect of understanding the Bible. 
 
4. You’re reading an unfolding story of people 
slowly growing in their understanding of God. 
For those of us who grow up in conservative traditions, 
we’re often taught that the nature and character of God 
is perfectly revealed on every page of Scripture, but 
that’s not actually true. 
 
The Bible, while a collection of books spanning 
centuries, is ultimately an unfolding story of people 
trying to understand what God is like. There are 
glimpses of God revealed throughout the story, as well 
as misunderstandings about God, and even blaming 
horrid actions on God– but the revelation of God is a 
progressive revelation. The entire narrative builds 
towards the introduction of a main character– Jesus– 
who is God made flesh and reveals that the nature and 
character of God has often been profoundly 
misunderstood. 
 
The giant twist of the story was the realization that the 
only way to know what God is like, is to look at what 
Jesus is like– everything else gets reinterpreted in light 
of God made flesh.  
 
3. You’re reading the judgment call, and even bias, 
of a translator. 
Translation may involve the same part of your brain as 
math, but it’s not *exact* like math. The reality is 
that when translating ancient manuscripts into modern 
language, there are words and expressions that do not 
have a 1 for 1 swap. You also find words that could 
have meant many different things in the original 
language, and without the ability to ask the original 
author which meaning they meant or which meaning 
the original audience most likely would have 
understood, you’re left with no choice but to make your 
best guess– and that best guess can radically change the 
flavor of any given passage. 
Other times there is outright bias on the part of the 
translator to the point where they will deliberately 
translate something in a way 
that is more favorable to 
their opinion or position. 
Either way, when you read 
the Bible you’re already 
reading someone else’s best 
guess, or someone else’s 
bias.  
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2. You’re reading nuance in English that does not 
exist in Greek. 
Translation isn’t just a challenge from Greek or 
Hebrew into English, but also brings up reverse issues: 
words in English that carry flavors, associations, and 
nuance, that would not have existed in the original 
language. When this happens, we are subtly led to read 
things into Scripture without even knowing we’re 
doing it– unconsciously assuming that modern or 
English nuance actually applies to the text. 
A great example of this is the word “hell.” The NT uses 
three completely different words that we translate into 
English as hell, even though all three Greek words have 
different nuance– none of them being the equivalent to 
what we think about when we see the English word, 
hell. Our version of the word didn’t exist in the first 
century, so using the English word “hell” causes us to 
read a modern understanding into an ancient text, 
wrongly. 
 
1. You’re reading your own beliefs, assumptions, 
and generational theology. 
Every time you pick up a Bible, you’re reading not just 
words on a page but are also reading previously held 
beliefs and assumptions into the text. This is a version 
of confirmation bias, which essentially is an 
unwillingness (often subconscious) to have your 
cherished view be shaken by additional facts or 
information, and is a *really* hard habit to break. 
 
If your childhood was spent being taught that X was 
true, when you read the Bible you’ll read it in such a 
way that assumes X is true. When you encounter a 
passage that contradicts or challenges X, you’ll 
naturally look for alternative ways to understand the 
passage so that it lines up with your unwillingness to 
consider that X may not be true after all. 
 
Believe violence against enemies is ok? You’ll read 
that into the Bible. Taught that God is full of wrath, 
that there’s a great tribulation about to come upon us, 
and that the end is here? You’ll read that into the Bible, 
too. That’s because it’s natural to bring our own beliefs 
and assumptions to the party with us, and to read the 
Bible in such a way that makes it conform to the view 
we already hold– we all do it, we just have to learn to 
be aware that we’re doing it. 

… 

I grew up in the world where people had bumper 
stickers that said, “The Bible says it, I believe it, that 
settles it,” but it’s really not that simple. The Bible is a 
complex collection of writings. There are translation 
issues, narrative issues, nuance of language issues, and 
the human tendency to make something conform to a 
previously held belief. 
 
I think we need to be honest about that, and allow that 
to invite us into a posture of humility when reading the 
Bible. 
 
I still love the Bible every bit as much as I loved it back 
then, but I love it with more honesty now– even though 
it creates a lot more work for the relationship. 
 
God bless! 
Larry 
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The Community in Prayer 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Church Family:  We pray for our Session; John Lyon 

(KWHR #212); Diane Paglia; Phil Hansen; Patsy Weech; 

Ray Peters. 

  

Our Missionaries 
Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Malawi  
Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar   
 

Our Extended Church Family:  Kim Engles (cancer); 

Auwina Weed (hospice); Joe Carr & Claude Ream’s 

friend David Chiles (stroke); Joe Carr’s nephew, Kevin 

Clark (heart surgery); Jacquie Greis’s sister Monique 

(breast cancer); David & Phyllis Sweeting’s great-

granddaughter Daniella Ortueta (health concerns); 

Diana Jones’ father, James Smith; Greg Jones’ father, 

Bill, also Greg and Diana’s granddaughter, Jessica 

(Sarcoidosis); Patsy Weech’s grandson, Anthony 

(chemo).  Also, we pray for the churches and leaders of 

our presbytery, synod, and our denomination. 

 
Global Concerns:  Pray for the military and civilian 
personnel in harm’s way; Our World Leaders, the 
victims of natural and man-made disasters here and in 
other countries, and those people affected by financial 
crises.  Also, the crisis in the Middle East.  
 
Local Concerns:  Our School Children, Teachers and 
Administrators.  Our homeless people; the military 
personnel and their families; those who are losing their 
jobs; those who are seeking employment; our city and 
county officials and citizens in the midst of change and 
challenge. 

If we’re missing your birthday, please include 
it on the friendship register or contact the 

church office. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated on 
the 1st Sunday of the month with punch (and 

cake or other treats when available). 

Happy Birthday to all those born in May!  This 

list includes members and friends near and far—

we are all thinking of you on your special day! 

2 Bev O’Connor 24 Randy McDonald 

9 Lori Jones 24 Emery Phillips 

12 Bill Miller 25 Colin Lutz 

13 Tom Armstrong 26 Peter Dietz 

13 Carol Bradbury 27 Nicolas Smith 

14 Josh Burnett, Jr 29 Reilly Crabbs 

16 Samuel Armstrong 30 Miguel Menendez 

17 Mary Jo Banks 30 John Pettengill 

20 Hannah Geary 31 Leslie Crabbs 

    

Prayer List 

In an effort to keep our prayer list as up-to-date as 

possible, please let us know when to add new 

names and concerns; and when it is appropriate to 

remove someone’s name or concern. 



Copies of Financial Reports are available by 
calling our Church Office at 305.294.1233 or 
sending an email to pcpckw@bellsouth.net  

Total Budgeted Income       
Year-To-Date 

 $64,117 

Total Actual Receipts           
Year-To-Date 

 $67,677 

% of Budget  106% 

   

Total Budgeted Expenses  
Year-To-Date  

$71,227 

Total Actual Expenses  
Year-To-Date  

$71,103 

% of Budget  100% 

   

Total Pledged Year-To-Date  $38,918 

Total Received Year-To-Date  $42,699 

Surplus  $3,781 

% Received  110% 

When writing checks for your 

tithes, offerings, and most 

importantly any special 

donations, please ensure you 

make the check out to Peace 

Covenant Presbyterian Church and only 

include any special instructions or fund 

designations in the “memo” line.  Otherwise the 

bank may not accept the check.  Thank you! 

First quarter contribution 

statements were distributed 

to individuals and families 

with a 2017 pledge.  If you 

did not receive a quarterly 

statement and would like one, please contact 

the church office at 305-294-1223. 

“Her children arise and call her blessed; 

her husband also; and he praises her: 

‘Many women do noble things, but you 

surpass them all.’” 

-Proverbs 31:28-29 

MOTHERS’ RECEPTION 

Please join us on May 7 after church as we 
have a special reception in the courtyard to 
honor all of our moms!  Snacks and 
refreshments will be provided by the Member 
Care committee. 

DADS AND GRADS 

COOKOUT 

Coming up on June 4, plan to 

join us for our Dads and Grads 

cookout after church!  Mark 

your calendar for this great 

event celebrating our 

hardworking fathers and 

graduates. 
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Sharing Your News 

Meetings, services, events, announcements, even a 
job opportunity ~ do you have something you would 
like included in the monthly newsletter or church 
bulletin? Please contact the Church office at (305) 
294-1223 or e-mail pcpckw@bellsouth.net.  

Please let us know about the meaningful 
occasions and needs in your life so that we may 
share the news with your church family. 

If you have not already bookmarked a charity through 

the Amazon Smile program, will you please consider 

choosing Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church? 

When you select us as your charity and shop at 

Amazon Smile, Amazon donates a portion of the 

purchase price to Peace Covenant.  Here is the link to 

bookmark: 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710  

Help Support the Loaves 

and Fishes Food Pantry! 

Join your friends and 

neighbors as we help end 

hunger in our community.  

Place a bag (or bags!) of 

non-perishable food items by 

your mailbox on the morning 

of Saturday, May 13th.  

Your local postal worker will collect your donation and 

distribute it to local food pantries including FKOC’s 

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry.  Let’s help Stamp Out 

Hunger in our community!! 

Mark your calendars for the Over the Moon event! 
The Coalition's annual happy hour fundraiser is 
Friday evening, May 12 from 5-8 pm. Come out and 
have a good time while supporting healthy moms and 
babies in the Keys.  
 
• Happy Hour with Hors d'oeuvres, all tips are 
donated to Healthy Start 
• Live music with Hey Monea!  
• Silent Auction 
• 50/50 Raffle 
• Mother’s Beauty Portrait by Karrie Porter.  
• Pop-up Boutique with several vendors 
• Celebrity Bartenders 

NOW HIRING for the 

2017-2018 school 

year! 

The Key West Preschool Co-Op is hiring for the 

following positions:  

• VPK Aid 

• Preschool Teacher 

• Substitute 

The applicant must have experience with children and 

a staff credential is preferred.  

Please contact Teresa Kinee at 305-296-4749 or 

email your resume to 

keywestpreschool@gmail.com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

 
5 pm Property 
& Grounds 
Committee 

5:30 pm 
Worship 
Committee 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

Mother’s Reception 

  6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

 

   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

MOTHER’S DAY 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

  6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

     

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

 5:30 pm 
Session 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

   

28 29 30 31    

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

2¢ a meal & food 
collections 

 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 

 6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

   



ALL-HANDS CHURCH WORK DAY 

Thank you thank you thank you to all those that came to the church on Saturday, April 8 for the church 

work day!!  It was a huge success.  We began with a light breakfast and a short meaningful devotion 

presented by Pastor Larry.  We then broke into work groups to complete numerous tasks of cleaning, 

tidying up, fixing and maintaining our church property and grounds.  Special thanks go to Beverly 

Morris for providing delicious treats for breakfast.  Thank you to all that participated in a most 

Cooperative way (devotion topic):  Larry and Karen Schenk, Carol Hankamp, Sue Walters, Betty 

Renzi, Vicky Grant, Ann Reynolds, Shannon Lutz, Colin Lutz, Doug Brown, Barry Gibson, Randy and 

Libby McDonald, Mary Jo Banks, Katie Catena, and Marika Smith.  

-Randy McDonald, Property & Grounds Committee 


