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Newsletter 
If you are receiving this newsletter and no longer wish to remain on our mailing list,  

please inform us in one of the following ways:  

call the Church Office @ (305) 294-1223 or email us @ pcpckw@bellsouth.net 

Thank you for helping us keep our contacts up-to-date.  

Visit our WEBSITE  

www.peacecovenantpckw.com Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church Key West  

Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

2610 Flagler Ave 

Key West, FL 33040 

(305) 294-1223 
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“Weeping may linger for the night, but joy shall come 

with the morning.”  (Psalm 30:5b) 

Read Psalm 30.  It is as accurate a depiction of the ups 

and downs of life as you are likely to find.  I have long 

said, the Psalms are the most honest writings of the 

Bible; capturing a full range of emotions, feelings, 

experiences, with unblinking honesty and courage.  

It’s why I recommend the Psalms to people who are 

struggling: they may not always make a person feel 

better, at least not right away, but they will assure the 

person that God is with them in the struggle, and will 

be with them when the struggle is ended. 

Psalm 30 not only speaks to the realities of life, of how 

good and evil happen, about life and death, it is 

astonishingly honest about what most of us are fearful 

of saying: How it even feels like God is against us at 

times; that God is absent; abandoning us, and the 

world. 

I’ve always believed God is BIG ENOUGH to handle 

our doubts, complaints, and questioning of his will; 

even God’s apparent absence at times; but this 

psalmist takes it to the nth degree.  The psalmist must 

have believed God would at least give him points for 

honesty! 

The despair of this psalm is matched only by its joy; 

its faith; its belief that God is in control of all things.  

Alternating between abject misery and glowing praise 

for God, the psalm is, at first, disorienting to the reader 

– but oh so real!  This is life.  This is how we really 

feel.  This is how things can change at a moment’s 

notice in our lives, and maybe that is this psalm’s 

genius. 

There is no sugar coating; no glossing over of the 

pains of life; no minimizing life’s troubles and 

sorrows; no apologies for feeling like God is nowhere 

to be found; just honest, brutally honest, commentary 

on the realities of life.  But, there’s also this: equally 

honest faith and trust that God will make all things 

right. 

Foes are defeated; help comes; healing happens; God 

restores our lives from the Pit.  Whatever anger from 

God we may be feeling is momentary; but God’s favor 

is forever.  Weeping may last a night, but joy comes in 

the morning!  Mourning becomes dancing; sackcloth is 

replaced by our glad rags; and all the while, the 

psalmist is praising God. 

The psalm, while in the Hebrew Testament, is perfect 

for us as Christians.  We are People of the 

Resurrection.  We know the reality of Good Friday.  

We know Christ crucified.  But we also know Easter 

comes!  That crucifixion gives way to the resurrection!  

The tomb is empty!  We have always believed that 

“joy comes in the morning.” 

I am telling you all this, this month, as a way of 

reminding you of who we are; of what we believe; and 

that while life, for the moment, at times, often, is dark 

as night, joy comes in the morning.  God is in control.  

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not, does not, will not, overcome it.”  Ever! 

God bless, 

Larry 



The Community in Prayer 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 
Church Family:  We pray for our Session; Sarah 
Herrick;  John Lyon (KWHR #217); Mary Jo 
Banks; Ray Peters. 

Our Missionaries: (see back for their e-mail 
addresses) 

Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Niger 

Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar 

Our Extended Church Family:  Family and 
friends of Steve Sanders; Kim Engles (cancer); 
Auwina Weed (hospice); Joe Carr & Claude 
Ream’s friend David Chiles (stroke); Joe Carr’s 
nephew, Kevin Clark (heart surgery); Jacquie 
Greis’s sister Monique (breast cancer); Daniella 
Ortueta (health concerns); Diana Jones’ father, 
James Smith; Greg Jones’ father, Bill, also Greg 
and Diana’s granddaughter, Jessica (Sarcoidosis).  
Also, we pray for the churches and leaders of our 
presbytery, synod, and our denomination. 

Global Concerns:  Pray for the military and 
civilian personnel in harm’s way; Our World 
Leaders, the victims of natural and man-made 
disasters here and in other countries, and those 
people affected by financial crises.  Also, the crisis 
in the Middle East. 

Local Concerns:  Our School Children, Teachers 
and Administrators.  Our homeless people; the 
military personnel and their families; those who 
are losing their jobs; those who are seeking 
employment; our city and county officials and 
citizens in the midst of change and challenge. 

Service Time 

It’s almost time 

to return to our 

normal worship 

schedule!  

Beginning Sunday, September 10th our 

Adult Sunday School class will resume 

meeting at 10 am, and our Worship service 

will begin at 11 am.  Mark your calendars!   

Prayer List 

In an effort to keep our prayer list as up-to-date as 

possible, please let us know when to add new names 

and concerns; and when it is appropriate to remove 

someone’s name or concern. 

Adult Sunday School—”Painting the Stars” 
Our Adult Sunday School will reconvene beginning 
Sunday, September 10, at 10 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We will be using a very interesting, and thought
-provoking video series entitled “Painting the Stars.”  
The title is taken from a quote from Vincent van 
Gough who said that if he wished to speak of religion, 
he would go outside and paint the stars.  The study is 
a seven-part series on Science, Religion, and An 
Evolving Faith, and goes far beyond the traditional 
Science versus Religion debate, to engage class 
members in thinking about matters of faith, science, 
the modern world, long-held Christian beliefs, and 
perhaps an evolving understanding of how these go 
together.  Please join us. 

Nominating Committee Begins Work 
 
The Nominating Committee consisting of Mary 
Cintron and Sue Walters from the Session, along 
with at-large members Linda Cunningham, Beverly 
Morris, and Ron Zemlicka will hold their first 
meeting on Sunday, September 10, immediately 
after worship.  If you would like to offer your name, 
or the name of someone else as a nominee, 
please speak to one of the committee members. 
We will be nominating three people for two-year 
terms.  The Session will consist of six members. 



Healthy Start Coalition “Tot 

Swap” 

The annual Florida Keys Healthy 

Start Coalition “Tot Swap” 

Consignment Sale and Fundraiser 

is coming up on September 19-

24!   

This year’s sale will be held next 

to the Key West Kmart, 2926 N 

Roosevelt Blvd. 

If you are interested in consigning your own items, you 

can receive 50% of the proceeds, or 70% if you volunteer 

your time for the sale as well. 

Don’t forget to come shop September 19-24! 

More information can be found here:  

www.keyshealthystart.org/news/post/tot-swap 

When you #StartWithaSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% 

of the purchase price to Peace Covenant 

Presbyterian Church. Bookmark the link http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710 and support us 

every time you shop.  

Total Budgeted Income YTD  $119,306 

Total Actual Receipts YTD  $120,553 

% of Budget  101% 
   

Total Budgeted Expenses YTD  $137,402 

Total Actual Expenses YTD  $138,315 

% of Budget  101% 
   

Total Pledged Year-To-Date  $75,418 

Total Received Year-To-Date  $77,789 

Surplus  $2,371 

% Received  103% 

   

Average Weekly Attendance in August  44 

Copies of Financial Reports are available by 

calling our Church Office at 305.294.1233 or 

sending an email to pcpckw@bellsouth.net  

Sharing Your News 

Meetings, services, events, announcements, even a 
job opportunity ~ do you have something you would 
like included in the monthly newsletter or church 
bulletin? Please contact the Church office at (305) 
294-1223 or e-mail pcpckw@bellsouth.net.  

Message from the 

Stewardship Committee 

In 2017 we started a new 

budgeting process to more 

closely track our expenses 

and our contributions each month. Thanks to our generous 

contributors, we have been successful in managing our 

expenses and absorbing several significant expenses from 

repairs and maintenance. We are on target for the year 

assuming that pledges and contributions are paid as 

promised.  

We are in our generally slow summer season, so this would 

be a great time to ensure your pledges are up-to-date and 

that you’re perhaps adding an extra offering when able. 

Every additional offering makes it easier for us to balance 

our expenses with our income. Your offerings and pledges 

will help us cover anticipated expenses over the rest of the 

summer without having to dip into our investment 

accounts.  

 

Beginning in September all church committees, along with 

the Session, will begin the budgeting and planning process 

for 2018.  Please be in prayer for those involved in this 

important aspect of the church’s future. 

Please also begin praying about where and how God may be 

leading you to give of your time and resources in 2018. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710
mailto:pcpckw@bellsouth.net
mailto:pcpckw@bellsouth.net


BACKPACKS FOR KIDS—Huge Success!! 

This year Peace Covenant again participated in the Presbytery program called “Backpacks for Kids” to 

help support students at Gerald Adams school.  Due to your amazing generosity, we were able to raise 

over $1,300 to help fill 48 backpacks with school supplies for students who were not able to purchase the 

needed materials to begin their school year.  Additional supplies, including headphones, were also 

purchased for students and teachers at Gerald Adams Elementary School.  The school staff and students 

were overwhelmed by the generosity and kindness of Peace Covenant.  Our church continues to make a 

difference in the lives of children who need it most.  Thank you! 

On Sunday, August 13, Pastor Larry along with Beverly Morris, Katie 

Catena, and Marika Smith blessed the backpacks before they were 

distributed to students.  Our Peace 

Covenant students participated as 

well, pictured above from left  are 

Reese Kight, Molly Kate Catena, 

Kaylee Williams, Brody Catena, and 

Nicolas Smith. 

Pictured at left is Ms. Gaetano and 

Ms. Taylor with Peyton Logan, Molly 

Kate and Brody Catena. 

Pictured above is Ms. Yeaworth & 

Ms. Sandor with Petyon Logan, 

Molly Kate and Brody Catena. 

Hurricane Harvey Response—Please Give 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is in touch 

with presbyteries in affected areas of Texas to offer 

assistance. They are standing by with resources and 

National Response Team members ready to deploy 

upon invitation and when it is safe to do so.  For those who wish to support PDA's emergency 

response and recovery efforts, gifts can be designated to DR000169-Harvey. Please give generously.  

For more information please go to pda.pcusa.org. 

http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-ojtihil-iitdihijy-d/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

     World Day 
of Prayer 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 am Worship 

 

 

Labor Day 
(Church 
office closed) 

5:30 pm 
Worship 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

5:30 pm 
Missions 
Meeting 

    

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

Nominating Committee 
Meeting after worship 

5:30 pm 
Member 
Care 
Meeting 

 6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

   

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

  6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

International 
Day of Peace 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

2¢ a meal & food 
collections 

 5:30 pm  
Session 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice 

   

Happy Birthday to all those born in September!   

This list includes members and friends both near and 

far—we are thinking of all of you on your special day! 

Birthdays are celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month with punch in the courtyard after Worship. 

8 Joe Alan Carr 11 Bob Smith 

9 Emily Counts 13 Tom Crabbs 

9 Callie Harris 14 John Borgens 

10 Betty Renzi 16 Emily Riley 

11 Miguel Menendez Jr. 25 Schavawn Kennedy 

11 Rev. Larry Schenk   

    


