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Newsletter 
If you are receiving this newsletter and no longer wish to remain on our mailing list,  

please inform us in one of the following ways:  

call the Church Office @ (305) 294-1223 or email us @ pcpckw@bellsouth.net 

Thank you for helping us keep our contacts up-to-date.  

Visit our WEBSITE  

www.peacecovenantpckw.com Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church Key West  
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2610 Flagler Ave 

Key West, FL 33040 
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One of my favorite authors, as attested to 
by how often I quote him in sermons, is 
Frederick Buechner.  I have met him on a 
couple of occasions; have all of his books, 
a couple of them signed by him; once 
shared a stage with him in a question and 
answer session at the University of 
Tennessee, Chattanooga; he even wore 
my robe to preach one evening when he 
was in town.  Below is a story he shares 
about Christmas. 
 
“One Christmas Eve in Vermont when my 
children were small, we did the things you 
do when your children are small on 
Christmas Eve.  We stuffed and hung their 
stockings.  We put out a draught of cider 
and a cookie on the mantelpiece for Santa 
Claus – who would be tired by the time he 
got there through all that snow – and we 
put them to bed and then went upstairs 
and got all the presents out of the closet of 
the guest room, and dragged them down 
and put them under the Christmas tree.  
Somebody at some time had given me 
Charles Dicken’s recipe for wassail, and I 
said, “Well, I’ve never tasted wassail.  
Let’s make it.”  It’s a hideous mixture of 
beer and sherry and toast.  But I made it, 
and we drank it, and it was awful, and 
then we were about to 
tumble exhausted into bed 
when I remembered that 
our neighbor a short 
distance down the hill had 
gone to Florida, I think, 
for a couple of weeks, and 
had asked me to feed his 
sheep while he was gone.  
Late as it was, I knew I 
had to do it.  So, my 
brother and I put on our 
boots and coats, and we 
trudged down the hill 
through a lot of snow to a 
barn where we each 
picked up a couple of 
bales of hay and carried 

them out to the sheep shed in the back 
and pulled the string on the 40-watt bulb, 
and the sheep came bumbling out the way 
sheep do, and we split the strings on the 
bales and shook the dust out and put them 
in the rack.  And there was the smell of 
hay and bumbling sheep and the dim light 
and the snow falling outside, and it was 
Christmas Eve, and only then did I realize 
where I was.  Being a minister trained me 
to notice things, but it was only then that I 
noticed the manger, though I might not 
have noticed it at all. And it seems to me 
the world is a manger, the whole bloody 
mess of it, where God is being born again 
and again and again and again and again 
and again.  You’ve got your mind on so 
many other things.  You are busy with this 
and that, you don’t see it.  You don’t 
notice it.” 
 
My Christmas wish, my prayer, is to 
notice.   
 
May God bless you and yours with a 
joyous and blessed Christmas season! 
 
Larry 
 
 



The Community in Prayer 
 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Church Family:  We pray for our Session; John Lyon; 

Mary Jo Banks; Ray Peters. 

Our Missionaries: (see back cover for their e-mail 

addresses) 

Rev. James and Jodi McGill – Niger 

Rev. Dan and Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar 

Our Extended Church Family:  Laniya Thomas 

(accident); Kim Engles (cancer); Joe Carr & Claude 

Ream’s friend David Chiles (stroke); Joe Carr’s 

nephew, Kevin Clark (heart surgery); Jacquie Greis’s 

sister Monique (breast cancer); Daniella Ortueta (health 

concerns); Diana Jones’ father, James Smith; Greg 

Jones’ father, Bill, also Greg and Diana’s 

granddaughter, Jessica (Sarcoidosis).  Also, we pray for 

the churches and leaders of our presbytery, synod, and 

our denomination. 

Global Concerns:  Pray for victims of natural and man

-made disasters here and in other countries; the military 

and civilian personnel in harms way; our world leaders, 

those people affected by financial hardships, and the 

ongoing crisis in the Middle East. 

Local Concerns:  Pray for all those impacted by 

Hurricane Irma; our school children, teachers and 

administrators.  Our homeless people; the military 

personnel and their families; those who are losing their 

jobs; those who are seeking employment; our city and 

county officials and citizens in the midst of change and 

challenge.  

Happy Birthday to all those born in December!   

This list includes members and friends both near and 

far—we are thinking of all of you on your special day! 

Birthdays are celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month with punch in the courtyard after Worship. 

1 Susan Shetzer 14 Ron Zemlicka 

5 Shannon Lutz 18 David Flight 

7 Katie Catena 22 Cindy Bell 

8 Trish Gibson 24 Priscilla DeVoe 

14 Dylan Olive 26 Patricia Daley 

14 Lisa Olsen 28 Libby McDonald 
    

Prayer List 

In an effort to keep our prayer list as up-to-date as 

possible, please let us know when to add new names 

and concerns; and when it is appropriate to remove 

someone’s name or concern. 

Christmas Poinsettias 

If you would like to 

purchase a Christmas 

poinsettia in honor or 

memory of a loved one, 

please contact the church 

office or fill out the form 

that will be in the bulletin.  

Each plant will be $6.00.  Thank you for helping us 

beautify the sanctuary for Christmas! 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

Our Choir and Bell Choir are always looking for 

new members.  No experience is necessary!  

Please contact Joe Lowe or John Penkoske for 

more information, or talk to any of our 

wonderful choir members. 



Total Budgeted Income YTD  $161,602 

Total Actual Receipts YTD  $162,591 

% of Budget  101% 
   

Total Budgeted Expenses YTD  $188,490 

Total Actual Expenses YTD 
 

$189,622 

% of Budget  101% 
   

Total Pledged Year-To-Date  $103,035 

Total Received Year-To-Date  $104,618 

Surplus  $1,583 

% Received  102% 

   

Average Weekly Attendance in 2017  56 

Copies of Financial Reports are available by 

calling our Church Office at 305.294.1233 or 

sending an email to pcpckw@bellsouth.net  

While you are doing your Christmas shopping this 

season, please consider using Amazon Smile—select 

Peace Covenant as your charity and Amazon donates 

0.5% of your purchases to the church!  Bookmark 

this link for easy reference: 

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1627710  

Update on 2018 Stewardship and Budget 

We’re getting closer to our goal, thanks to the 

individuals and families who have already 

made their financial commitment to fulfill the 

church’s missions next year. Additional pledges 

have been received over the past two weeks. It 

is clear our members are taking seriously their 

financial support. Your generous gifts are 

deeply appreciated. 

While we still expect to receive a handful of 

remaining pledges, those may not get us all the 

way to our goal of $118,500. What can you do 

to help? If you’ve already pledged, we thank 

you. If you have never pledged before, please 

consider doing so this year. Knowing what the 

church’s anticipated income will be helps us 

plan more effectively. If you’ve simply forgotten 

to turn in your pledge card, we understand and 

encourage you to do so soon. 

Pledging allows Session to approve the 2018 

budget before year’s end. Your pledge ensures 

the church meets its commitments to our 

mission, our staff and our congregation. 

Thank you again to those who have already 

completed their pledges and to those who will 

do so over the next few weeks. If you still need 

a pledge card, please stop by the church office, 

pick one up from the tables in the narthex or 

email Lisa at pcpckw@bellsouth.net and she’ll 

send you one. 

We are excited about what God has planned 

for our church going into 2018! 

 

Thank you, 

The Stewardship Committee 
There will be a brief Congregational Meeting after 

the service on Sunday, December 17th.  The 

purpose of this meeting will be to review and 

approve the Terms of Call for Pastor Larry for 2018.   
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A favorite of many—we will again be touring 

Key West with our own Bob Lutz on the 

Conch Tour Train.  Bob will show us all of the 

wonderful holiday lights throughout the city.  

Please contact the church office via phone or email to sign up. 

The train will depart from the church promptly at 7 pm—please arrive by 6:45 to allow plenty 

Mark your calendars and don’t miss out on these special events to help get you in the Christmas 

spirit and enjoy this special season! 

The annual Christmas Potluck luncheon will be held on Sunday 

December 3 in the Fellowship Hall after the service. Please bring your 

favorite holiday finger food to share. 

“Friendly Beasts” 

Our Sunday School children will be performing the Christmas pageant 

during the service on Sunday, December 17th.  Don’t miss out on this 

heartwarming telling of the story of Christmas. 

Our Christmas Eve candlelight service will be 

Saturday, December 24th.  The choir will begin at 

5:30 pm and the service will start at 6 pm.  Please 

join us for this treasured service. 

NEW MANGER SCENE FINISHED! 

A big thank you goes out to Greg Jones, Randy 
McDonald, Ed Cunningham, Doug Brown, and Bill Miller 
(pictured at left) for their hard work in building a new 
manger scene for the church after our old one was 
destroyed in Irma.  It looks great!  



Bread of Life Thanksgiving Luncheon at Trinity Presbyterian 

This year’s Thanksgiving gathering was another meaningful and successful mission.  Our sister church Trinity 

has an on-going ministry to feed those who are hungry and it is an honor to pair with them this time of year to 

offer an extra special feast of turkey, ham, dressing, green bean casserole, sweet potato casserole, mashed 

potatoes with gravy, corn pudding, macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce, rolls, a dessert spread, an ice cold 

beverage and some take-away snacks.  A total of 108 very grateful recipients were served this year in Trinity’s 

Fellowship Hall.  In addition, we were able to deliver a full meal for 20 (with desserts) to the men who reside 

and work at the FKOC’s Patterson House.  And, Trinity elders had just enough food to help a few families in 

Bahama Villiage.  Amen! 

Special thanks to Trinity for their tireless hours to feed our community, to their staff, elders and volunteers who 

spent many hours advertising, decorating, cooking, cleaning, etc and to the following PCPC staff, elders and 

volunteers for their time and contributions: Mary Jo Banks, Doug Brown, Jon & Katie Catena, Robert & Mary 

Cintron, Nancy Criswell & Bob Smith, Ed & Linda Cunningham, Phil & Ann Hansen, Niels & Carol Ann Hubbell, 

Joe Lowe, Randy & Libby McDonald, Bill & Laurita Miller, Beverly Morris, Bev O’Connor, John Penkoske & 

Michael Werner, Ann Reynolds, and Larry & Karen Schenk.  THANK YOU!! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

      9 am 
Hanging of 
the Greens 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1st Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

Christmas Luncheon 

 5:30 pm 
Worship 
Committee 

6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

5:30 pm Bell 
Choir Practice 

 

7 pm  Christmas 
Lights Tour 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

  6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

5:30 pm Bell 
Choir Practice 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

Children’s Program 

Congregational Meeting 

  6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

5:30 pm Bell 
Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

(church 
office closed) 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

4th Sunday of Advent 

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

5:30 pm Choir Concert 

6 pm Christmas Eve 
Service 

Merry 
Christmas! 

 

(church 
office 

closed) 

 6:30 pm 
Choir 
Practice 

5:30 pm Bell 
Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

(church 
office closed) 

 

31       

10 am Adult Sunday 
School 

11 am Worship 

 

2¢ a meal & food 
collections 

      


